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toxic byproduct of the herbicide 2,4,5-T
may have leached into the Kanawha
River from a dump at its Nitro plant,
the Monsanto Industrial Chemicals Co.
has sampled nearby river and ground
water and says it has found no trace of
the substance.

Monsanto, in releasing the results of
the sampling, also reiterated that pro-
duction of the herbicide was discontin-
ued in 1969.

The testing came as a result of con-
cerns voiced by an area environmental
group, which said the company had bur-
ied chemicals used in the production of
2,4,5-T at the dump site. A byproduct of
the herbicide is a chemical called diox-
in, one of the most toxic substances
known to man.

MONSANTO SAID, however, that no
chemicals related to production of the
herbicide were ever buried at the site.

in producing the herbicide was buried
at the dump, but was decontaminated
when Monsanto's 2,4,5-T unit was dis-

~ mantled in 1969.
- The herbicide has been the subject of
studies of Monsanto workers who were
exposed to large amounts of it after an
explosion at the plant in 1949. National
attention has also focused on 2,4,5-T,
since it was the principal component of
"Agent Orange," a defoUant osed in the
an-**—— «*—' «•— t-^tS .-*,=;* . -

ed of causing a myriad of health
problems.

Besides Kanawha River water, "a
water sample taken from the well near-
est to the site where the equipment is
buried also was tested and failed to de-
tect any dioxin down to the limit of de-
tection — 10 parts per trillion,"
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said it also will take sam-.


